Old Woughton Parish Council PO Box 7575

Woughton Park \Woughton-om-the-Greevn Milton Keynesl

MK11 9GR

Email: clerk@oldwoughton.org.uk

Website: www.oldwoughton.org.uk

Contact: 01908 465811 Mobile: 07706 709310

MINUTES of the MEETING held on Monday, 19" May 2014 at 7.30pm following the

Annual Meeting

at St. Mary's Church, Woughton on the Green
2014/05/007

Present: Clirs. A. Humphries (Chair), S. Bennett, R. Brown, M. Blomley, R. Grindley, R. Kenyon,
P. McDonald + 23 members of the public.

1. Public Open Forum

a.

Les Burgess, Chair of the Patch Allotment Association, appealed against the proposal to charge rent
to the Chicken Cooperative. He explained the history behind the special deal. In 2008 WCC gave this
corner of uncultivatable land free-of-charge to chicken keepers in order to make some use of it.
Since that time various school and family visits have taken place so the Cooperative also has
educational value.

Richard Ward (Passmore) complained of the poor standard of grass cutting by MK Council (MKC).
The messy and untidy appearance gave the wrong impression of MK and also affected sight lines on
some highway junctions. Many residents nodded in agreement. Susan Pugh (Woughton Park) added
that the grass was too long when cut resulting in a hay meadow effect with cut grass straggling over
adjacent pavements. Clir MCDonald responded by saying that he had already taken up the matter
with MKC. The schedule and specification for grass cutting was the same as last year.

Richard Ward forewarned councillors of a forthcoming planning application for Change-of-Use for 38
Passmore which is going to become a house of multiple occupancy (HIMO).

Tim Mason (Woughton Park) complained that the Parish website was not up-to-date in all areas and
there was still no financial information. The clerk, having recently taken on this responsibility from the
outgoing Chair, promised that this would be remedied in the near future.

David Hough (Woughton Park) went on to ask if the final size of the allotments had been established.
Clir Kenyon replied that progress had been made on the scope of the outlying boundary plots which
would determine the ultimate number of plots. Clir McDonald added that the freehold was still not the
Parish Council's but WCC had signed over responsibility to our solicitors to implement the transfer.

2. Procedural

a. Welcome - Apologies — Clir. J. Howson

b. Declarations of interest by councillors - None

c. Co-option — Phil Nash was nominated and duly elected. Proposer Clir Kenyon, Seconder Clir
Blomley. Unanimous.

d. To agree the minutes of the March meeting & review of actions not covered below — Approved.
Proposer Clir McDonald, Seconder Clir Bennett. Unanimous.

3. Finance
a. Current position - Cllr McDonald reported back, there were no questions.

Signed
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2014/05/008

. . 2013/2014 ACTUAL .
All figures exclusive of VAT BUDGET Y.T.D Variance

RECEIPTS - OPERATIONAL
Precept 26,600.00 29,273.06 (2,673.06)
Interest 192.78 (192.78)
\DJlIDarI:II.D
Total Receipts 26,600.00 29,465.84 (2,865.84)
PAYMENTS - OPERATIONAL
Administration costs 2,000.00 640.95 1,359.05
Allotment expenses 7,000.00 7,055.49 (55.49)
Allotment rental (2,500.00) (4,281.02) 1,781.02
Audit Fees 600.00 396.95 203.05
Chair's Expenses 100.00 11.88 88.12
Community fund 1,040.00 626.09 413.91
Dog bin clearance 1,800.00 1,614.62 185.38
Environment 5,560.00 34.33 5,525.67
Trees for cities (78.08) 78.08
Grants 100.00

Insurance 400.00 306.26 93.74
Resenres 500.00 500.00
Staff Costs 3,000.00 1,602.51 1,397.49
S137 - community 500.00 500.00
Training - Clerk/Councillors 500.00 500.00
Sub-total (Operations) 20,600.00 7,929.98 12,670.02
PAYMENTS - CAPITAL PROJECTS

Projects 6,000.00 6,000.00
Total Payments 26,600.00 7,929.98 18,670.02
Surplus 21,535.86 (21,535.86)
Year to March 2014 Bank:

Main Current Account 46,585.58

Allotments Current Account 1,739.53

Business Reserve Account Rental deposits 2,180.20 Ring fenced

Deposit Account 20,191.91

70,697.22

WCC monies owed
VAT claimed

Signed

400.00 approx
2,069.32
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4,551.86

4,551.86

867.00
32.54
(27.18)

159.40

257.50

1,289.26

1,289.26

3,262.60

70,042.19
1,691.58

2,235.56 Ring fenced
0.00

73,969.33

WCC monies owed
VAT claimed

400.00 approx
2,069.32
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To consider & approve the payments schedule — Approved. Proposer Clir Kenyon, Seconder Clir
Brown. Unanimous

Payee Cheque Gross VAT Net Invoice ref Date

Cllr. King 109 456.70 0.00 456.70 Bulbs| 26/03/14
AH Contracts — March 110 196.22 29.74 166.48 dog bins|  26/03/14
Clir McDonald 111 39.00 0.00 39.00 Village Green| 26/03/14
ClIr Kenyon 112 162.66 0.00 162.66 newsletter | 03/04/14
HMRC 113 400.00 0.00 400.00 fnel 03/04/14
cancelled 114

cancelled 115

Julian Vischer 116 257.50 0.00 257.50 Marl7-Apr20| 22/04/14
The Post Off ce 117 467.00 0.00 467.00 HMRC Fine 2| 23/04/14
AH Contracts — April 118 135.42 27.08 108.34 dog bins  19/05/14
Julian Vischer 119 278.10 0.00 278.10|Apr21-May18 +1hr bach 19/05/14
Julian Vischer 120 42.89 3.75 39.14 expenses 19/05/14
Totals 2,435.49 60.57 2,374.92

To consider the reserves - Clir Humphries proposed that the Finance Working Group would
prepare a strategy for managing the fiscal surplus to present to councillors at the next meeting.
Action Finance Working Group

Internal Audit arrangements - Clir McDonald explained that due to constraints laid down by the
external auditor's timetable and our two-month meeting cycle the finance working group had agreed
to invite an internal auditor ahead of this meeting as the auditors in question stated that there
schedule was already almost full. The working group had decided to invite a professional auditing
company specialising in local authorities in order to 'sweep the cupboard clean'. This would cost in
the region of £300 instead of the £100 spent last year on a much less thorough audit. Proposal 'To
endorse the Finance Working Group's decision to hire Auditing Solutions Ltd." Proposer Clir Blomley,
Seconder Clir Kenyon. Unanimous.

Grant Request - fowards cost of practice nets from MK City Cricket Club located at the Woughton
Playing Fields — Councillor Grindley explained the request and pointed out that no specific sum had
been mentioned. The OWPC policy currently limits payments to £100. It was agreed to invite the club
to submit a request and they would be told the Budget was £100. Action ClIr Grindley

WCC monies — update - ClirMcDonald explained that a cheque had been received but for an
incorrect amount (£263 instead of £400). He had been in touch with WCC who had promised to look
into this.

Insurance — A clarification as to how the renewal premium was arrived at was awaited. Action Clerk

4. Allotments — Clir Kenyon reported back on the Strategic Spending Plan which described a £15,990
capital spending ceiling spread over the next three years (2014-2017) as proposed at the April 4 "
informal meeting. This was formally endorsed. Proposer Clir Bennett, Seconder Clir Brown. Unanimous.
An update paper would be circulated. Action Clir Kenyon.

a.

Signed

2014-15 Rental recommendations — Proposal "To adopt option (ii) of the already circulated paper’'
Proposer Clir Kenyon, Seconder Cllr Brown. Unanimous. (This represents an overall increase of 5%
in terms of revenue, but an increase in the proportional discount for OWPC plot-holders and a
consequent decrease in the proportional discount for WCC plot-holders — a policy already agreed)
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Security planting — The proposal 'To purchase the remaining 800 pyracantha plants from the
original supplier for £1,960' — as circulated — passed unanimously. Proposer Clir Kenyon, Seconder
Clir Brown.

Ridings - The proposal 'To purchase 10 tons of MoT type1 aggregate, and hire of vibrating
(‘whacker') plate for approx £500' — as circulated — passed unanimously. Proposer Clir Kenyon,
Seconder Clir Brown.

New Noticeboard - The proposal 'To purchase a new entrance noticeboard for £545' — as circulated
— passed unanimously. Proposer Clir Kenyon, Seconder Clir Brown.

Letterbox - The proposal "To purchase a lockable postbox to be welded to the gates for approx £200'
— as circulated — passed unanimously. Proposer Clir Kenyon, Seconder Clir Brown.

Compost storage - The proposal "To purchase 16 paving slabs for approx £120' — as circulated —
passed unanimously.Proposer Clir Kenyon, Seconder Clir Brown.

Re-staking Plots - The proposal "To purchase a third of the number of stakes required for re-staking
and install them for approx £2,000' — as circulated — passed unanimously. (up to £6.000 over 3
years). Proposer Cllir Kenyon, Seconder Clir Brown.

Container - The proposal 'To purchase two used shipping containers for storage for up to £2,800' —
as circulated — passed unanimously. On condition of the Patch Association's agreement. Proposer
Clir Grindley, Seconder Clir Brown.

Chicken Cooperative Appeal — In the light of the poor soil, the amenity use and the fact that the
Chicken Cooperative members were also plot-holders it was proposed 'That the current concession
of zero-rate for the Chicken Cooperative 'plots' should continue with a 2 year notice of any change'.
Proposer Clir Blomley, Seconder Clir Bennett. Passed with 3 abstentions.

Parks Trust access — update — Clir McDonald reported that there had been no developments.
Action Clerk

Committee Terms of Reference (and spending powers) — a draft had already been circulated.
Further refinement needed. Action Clir Kenyon & Clerk

A vote of thanks was offered to Clirs Kenyon and Brown for all their work on allotment business.

5. Environment

a.

Signed

Environment log and consideration of actions — the environment log, now posted on the website,
was gone through. 3 more matters were brought up to be added - see attached

Planning comment and update

i. 14/00448/TPO - 1 The Green, Pollarding x4 willows. Consent given

i. 14/00360/FUL — 17 The Green, Re-build of five bedroom dwelling. Application withdrawn.
iii. 14/00291/FUL - 2 Odell Close, 1st floor extension over garage. Permitted.

iv. 14/00241/FUL — 10 Goodman Gdns, 2 storey rear extension, single storey side extension &
greenhouse attached to existing garage. Permitted.

v. 14/00815/TPO - Apple Tree Cottage, 6 The Green - Tree preservation order consent to reduce
canopy by 30% of 1 x Beech tree, shape to keep form and to remove any dead wood. —No objection

Village Green status — update - Clir Humphries confirmed that one application had been submitted
to MKC and following its hopefully successful conclusion 2 more applications would be made.
Action: Village Greens Working Group
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d. No18 Bus service — update — Clir Bennett reported that the service had returned to its previous
hourly schedule. Meetings with local residents had taken place with a view to publishing a leaflet
about 'where to go on the no.18 bus'. MKC was willing to pay for printing thanks to the intervention of
the Ward Councillor P McDonald.

e. Volunteer Transport Survey — ClIr Bennett invited councillors to support the survey into the viability
of organising volunteer transport for the elderly and infirm. All agreed to this proposal.

f.  Woughton Park Car Park — update - Clir McDonald reported that a Woughton Park resident and
Parish Councillor from Simpson invited views from the WP councillors on the ex playground. It was
agreed that the two WP councillors would look into this in conjunction with Simpson PC. Action Clirs
Humphries & Bennett

g. Woughton on the Green Conservation Area — update - Clir McDonald reported that the MKC
review of conservation areas was shortly to be started but WOG was not included. It was agreed to
request WOG to be included.. Action Clerk

h. Sports (Woughton Playing) Fields Right of Way — update — Clir McDonald confirmed there was
no news on the agreed two footpaths

i. Ivy—update — (Env Log 01/002) Clir Bennett had met up with MKC Landscape Officer Maurice
Barnes for an 'ivy walkabout'. The officer had agreed that where ivy reached the crowns of trees it
should be taken down. This work would take place in the Autumn. He also agreed to widen the
overgrown footpath at the end of Newport Road.

j. Braunston — update — (Env Log 01/004) Clir Bennett reported that the incident log was still being
kept. It was too soon to report back to MKC Planning with results.

6. Communications

a. Newsletter — Clir Blomley reported that Clir Howson had officially taken over from the outgoing
Chair.

b. New Noticeboard for WotG North — update - Clir Blomley reported that an official form had just
been received today. This was required to be submitted to MKC to gain permission to erect a
noticeboard in the grass verge by the letterbox at the junction of Newport Road and Baskerfield
Grove.

c. Reports to note on any outside meetings attended by Councillors/Clerk — Clir Grindley reported
that he had attended the Woughton Playing Fields Forum. They had suffered 6 break-ins in the
last few weeks and were considering the installation of cctv.

d. Correspondence — None (other than email communication that had been circulated)

7. Date and Time of next Meeting 14 July 2014

8 September 2014 - St.Mary's is already booked so an alternative venue is to be
found. Action Clerk

Meeting closed at 9.55pm

Signed
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